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About Leys News 


Leys News Ltd is a not-for-profit business dedicated to 
providing news and information to the whole community. 
Leys News is not affiliated to any political party. 

Leys News operates an equal opportunities policy and 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. 
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Contact: Leys News Limited, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 

Phone: 01865 711756 

Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 

Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who? 


Board of Directors: Penny Wood, Chuma Nwokolo, Jr., 
Roy Simmonds, Wendy Spray, Brian Weaver, Etain 
O'Carroll and Peter Stevenson. 


Editorial committee this issue: Phil Citrone, Julian 
Dourado, Chuma Nwokolo, Jr., Roy Simmonds and 
Jennie Travis. 


Editor: Becky Telford 
Business Development Co-ordinator: Philip Citrone 


Distribution co-ordinator: Gary Jones 


Website development: Julian Dourado, Joe Rosa and 
Julia Sutton 


Volunteers and contributors: Anna Bartlett, Jim Barlow, 
Richard Colbrook, Kate Dunsdon, Sasha East, Robert Evans, 
Frank Isahak, MJ Gohari, GLOW participants, Jing Li, Stuart 
Mabbutt, Patrick Mukholi, Lina Mughal, Dolores O'Malley, 
Tanya Prescott, Roy Simmonds, Jennie Travis, Ellis 
Williams and Helen Williams. Special thanks to Julian 
Dourado for sterling work as designer/sub-editor. 

Leys News Ltd. acknowledges financial assistance from: Oxford City 
Council, Ealing Family Housing Association, Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association, Cherwell Housing Association, Awards for All, Blackbird Leys 
Community Chest, and the Community Champions Fund and support from: 
Newsquest (Oxfordshire) Ltd. and Business Boffins Ltd. 
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Building links, building bridges 


Welcome to Issue 43 of the Leys 
News! Again it's jam-packed with 
news and features, as well as 
information about all the brilliant 
projects happening over the 
summer. 


Locally... 

From the CDI Summer Youth 
Project to the Leys Fair, as well as 
the chance to get your voice heard 
around issues such as what 
happens to the Bar space at the 
Blackbird Leys Youth and 
Community Centre, there's plenty 
going on all over the Leys. 


And don't forget that the Leys 
News is the paper by and for local 
residents. What do you like about 
this edition, what has made you 
smile or wound you up? What do 
you think we should be covering? 
As well as asking for contributions, 
and for people to sit on the 
Editorial and Management Boards 
of the paper, there is also a chance 
to get actively involved and trained 
in community journalism. See the 
articles on the Glow project (page 8 
& 14) and the Dept. for Education 
and Skills funded 'Community 
Champions' project (page7). Try it, 
you might like it! 


Nationally... 

The elections held in May were to 
choose the national government, 
as well as vote in local City and 
County Councillors. See page 3 for 
thoughts from Andrew Smith, the 
Labour MP who was re-elected for 
Oxford East, to see how he thinks 
the Leys will be effected. 


Internationally... 

Since the last edition | have 
travelled to Nairobi, Kenya, to work 
with a programme supporting 
communities living in slums who 
are trying to work together to make 
a difference in their own lives. 
These are people living in 
tremendous poverty. For example, 
Kibera in Nairobi is the largest slum 
in Africa, with more than 600,000 
residents. As well as living with no 
security - most of the families 
could face eviction at any moment 
- they also live with almost no 
access to water or sanitation, or to 
basic facilities like schools and 
hospitals. 


Despite this, people are coming 
together to meet regularly, talk 
about the difficulties they face and 
try to come up with solutions. 
Through doing this over the last 
few years, these communities have 
become much stronger and are 
getting into a position where they 
can work with local authorities and 
other bodies to make a real and 
lasting difference. 


Even though these communities 
seem a world away from the Leys, | 
could see many similarities which 
inspired me. Firstly is the strength 
of community spirit. Like the Leys, 
although people are living 
pressured lives, often in a hostile 
or violent environment, everybody 
knows their neighbours and looks 
out for them. Secondly there is an 
emphasis on caring for the youth, 
in the knowledge that they are the 


next generation. There are so 
many projects happening in 
Nairobi's slums which were familiar 
- youth football, music and dance 
workshops to bring young people 
together; one informal settlement, 
Korogocho, even has a fashion 
show! 


It struck me that the most 
important element of these 
projects is the way people come 
together and stay together, building 
trust within the community and 
therefore building up the ability to 
work with, or without, outside 
organisations to make the best of it 
for everybody. | hope that here we 
are doing the same. 


As always, thanks to all the people 
who have made this edition of the 
paper possible, particularly Julian 
Dourado, Jim Barlow, Chuma 
Nwokolo Jr and Phil Citrone. 


Becky Telford, Editor 


Condolences 


Councillor Molly Florey sadly died on 5 
June 2005, aged 72. Molly was hugely 
active in the Leys community and served 
on the board of Leys News. We hope to 
publish a fuller look at her life in the next 
issue. Molly will be sadly missed by all. 


Our thoughts are also with the families of 
those people who were tragically killed in 
a car crash on 29th May. This was a 
terrible loss of young life, and our 
condolences go out to the families of 
everyone involved. 


There’s so much going on! Check out 
this edition for... what to do with your 


Leys News No: 44 


Been let down with 
your leaflet 
distribution? 


We can help. 


Call the leaflet sales team 
on (01865) 425349 or 
(01865) 425371 


Visit our website at 
www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/leaflets 


summer... healthy food... gardening 
information... Carnival and Leys 


Fair... tap into arts and get creative... 


and much more! 


LEYS NEWS 


We now offer a range of design 
services aimed at delivering to local 
businesses and community groups an 
affordable solution to all their 
marketing and design needs. 


Graphic design 


From simple logos and stationery through to full colour page 
layouts for brochures. Our group of local designers offer a 
friendly and attentive approach. 


Training 
Professional help for organisations wishing to produce their 


own promotional materials. Our quality training is both cost 
effective and relevant. 


Interested? call Phil on Oxford 711756 
or visit www.leysnewsdesign.co.uk 


Out Early September 


Copy And Advertising Deadline: 
1st August 


Want to Advertise in 
Leys News? 


We have special 
rates for community 
and not-for-profit 
organisations. 

Get in touch with 
Phil on 711756 for 
more information. 


May elections - what do they mean for us? 


On May 5th the country went to the polls to elect the 
government. As well as there being a Labour majority 
overall (albeit a slim one), Andrew Smith, a Labour MP 
was re-elected to represent the ward of Oxford East, 
which includes the Leys. 


Andrew was too busy to meet for an interview but 
replied to some questions by email. He said, "I'd like to 
thank all the many residents from Blackbird Leys and 
Greater Leys who voted for me and Labour Councillors in 
| the recent elections. | was moved by the support and 


| best to repay it. My key priorities are to listen to local 
people and work with them to make our community still 


need it, and so more help can be given to people waiting 
for transfers or allocation. | think new housing should 
not just go to Grenoble Road, but also to other locations 
around Oxford. When it is built, it must be to good 

| standards, with good local facilities." 


Do you have any opinions on the election, or any of the 
Be: a be] issues raised by Andrew? We want to hear from you, so 
Photo: Andrew Smith at the ground! drop us a line. 

CCU E c Remember that Leys News is politically independent - 

at Dannock Way, =| we try to give you useful information, not our opinions. 


Who represents you? A quick guide to your Councillors 


The Leys has representatives on three main governing bodies - the Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council; the City Council, where the relevant wards are Blackbird Leys and Northfield Brook; 
and the County Council, where the relevant ward is Leys & Lye. 


Each of these Councils is responsible for different things. For example, the Parish Council 
deals with very local issues such as fly-tipping; the City Council is responsible for issues 
across Oxford City, such as leisure and housing; and the County Council looks after 
Countywide issues, including education. 


Parish Council 
There are 14 Parish Council places. At the moment there are 9 councillors appointed. 
These appointments can change whenever an election is called. 


Your councillors at this moment are: 
Chairman: Brian Lester 
Vice Chair: Bob Avery 
Treasurer: Sharon Cole 


Non position holders are: Ron Harris Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone, Cyril Martin Chris Pill 
and Gordon Roper. For further details please contact the Parish Council office on 01865 
734346 office hours 8.00am-6.00pm Monday to Friday, or leave a message. 


Oxford City Council 


[Name Pary [Ward [Address Tol] Email | Swer | 


Independent|Blackbird 


lee.cole47@n|Every Thursday 
996945 |tlworld.com Įfrom 7.30-8.30 at 


raehumbersto 
Humberst 719678 |ne@btinterne 
one t.com 
4 Cranesbill [01865 |stuart.craftl j|Every Wednesday 
Way, BBL, 427667 |@ntlworld.co |from 6.30-8.30 at 
OX4 7WP m the Clockhouse, 
Greater Leys 


Val Fera Kaam Leys & Lye 4 Flaxfield Road|01865 val.smith@oxfor 
Ward BBL, 0X4 60D |396073 |dshire.gov.uk 
Labour Leys & Lye 33 Salford Road|(01865) |barbara.gatehous 
Ward Old Marston, e@oxfordshire.g 
0X3 ORY ov.uk 


These contact details are basic information - more details can be found at: 
Parish Council - www.blackbirdleys.co.uk 

City Council - www.oxford.gov.uk 

County Council - www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


loyalty so many local people showed and will do my level 


dna a 
"Creating makes me feel alive. It is like oxygen to my soul". 


You might think there is a conspiracy by the BLAG art group to take over all the 
pages of Leys News... 


This is Debbie Scrivener, member of BLAG, currently exhibiting at the Leisure 
Centre and one of the estate's most creative residents. For Debbie, the best things 
in life are, "My family, friends, my art, my community and nature". 


Debbie was born at the Radcliffe Infirmary and grew up on Pegasus Road. She has 
fond memories of all the children from Pegasus Road, Field Avenue, Strawberry 
Path etc. getting together and playing tig, skipping and hopscotch in the streets; 
"There would be 30 or more of us all playing together. We didn't use to get up to 
any mischief, we just had fun". 


"From childhood on, ever since | can remember, | have been creative and interested 
in art. My family always encouraged me, especially my mum. She made me feel 
that | was gifted and encouraged me to pursue my art. "My pictures are colourful, 
just like my personality. As my feelings change, so does the style of my art, which 
changes all the time". 


After leaving school Debbie didn't do a lot with her art until she got involved in the 
Blackbird Leys Community Art Group, about eight or nine years ago. She was 
involved in making the mosaics for Holy Family Church and the mural that 
decorates the Family Centre. She also used to paint backdrops, make mobiles out 
of hula hoops and old bike wheels and do the general décor for free parties and 
night clubs, creating striking visual effects and environments. 


More recently, as well as the BLAG exhibition, Debbie has been working making 
costumes with the Showtime dance group from Blackbird Leys, who are putting on 
a performance at the Cowley Road Carnival and taking part in the carnival 
procession. Debbie helps out at the Wednesday night youth club and also runs a 
youth art club on Thursday nights. 


As well as all this Debbie has worked for Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre for the 
last two and a half years. This includes running a creative group for parents once a 
week. They pay £1 to cover materials and the children get well looked after in the 
créche while the adults get to spend an hour and a half creating something. 
Working with BLAG has been a great experience for Debbie, both in terms of getting 
the chance to do art on a regular basis and meeting up with inspiring people. 
Although a lot of work was involved in putting on the exhibition, Debbie says, "...It 
didn't seem like work because it was so enjoyable and | loved working with the rest 
of the girls". 


On top of all this Debbie also manages to fit in being a mother of three with her 
children Lyndon, Toya and Lolly. Her husband Glen is very supportive - "He has to 
be because | am always doing some project!" 


As for Debbie's vision for the estate: "| would paint, make mosaics or any other art 
on all the walls. | would paint everywhere... Garage doors, everywhere..." 


Debbie, your energy and enthusiasm are a source of inspiration and encouragement 
to us all. Thank you for being such a delight. 
Text and photo by Jim Barlow 
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A successful BLAG! 


Oxtord Art Weeks comes to the 
eys 


Around 150 people came to the 
launch of the first Blackbird Leys Art 
wee) Weeks Exhibition organised by BLAG 
j (Blackbird Leys Art Group). People 
¥ came from such far flung places as 
Scotland, Cornwall and London. On 
display were vibrant paintings, appliqué, 
a illustration and mixed media exhibits by 
ten local artists (see photo, right). 


There was the opportunity to relax on the funky sofa and stool made of 

tyres, which were so comfortable some people didn't want to get up again! 

The Screaming Tyres table drew people's attention when the button in the 

middle was pushed and the siren went off. Even some of the food was 
served from tyres. 


» Phil Powell, former SRB manager opened the exhibition 
à and all who attended were in agreement that Blackbird 
\ Leys had an exhibition to be proud of. 


k BLAG workshops 


A Following on from the launch event, BLAG have been 

holding workshops for budding artists to come and have a go. The "Let Rip" textile workshops saw 
lots of bags, hats and pencil cases being fabulously decorated by children and adults alike. The 
windows of Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre were brightened with the colourful community mod roc art made in the 
"Splash It On" workshops. 


BLAG would like to thank the staff at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, especially Trevor, Fitzce, Alan and Danny, for 
their cheerful support and tolerance of the odd paint splash. Thank you to B & Q for supplying the wood for the 
mod roc workshops. Thank you to the ten artists who displayed their work: Rafael Borja; Roger Bund; Karen 
Godwin; Katy Hamilton; Ines Kretzschmar; Ute Kruger; Tanya Prescott; Deborah Scrivener; Jane Whiting; 
Hailey Winstone 


Thanks to all those who helped to make the exhibition and workshops such a pleasure and success. 


Cowley Road Carnival 


The fourth annual Cowley Road Carnival took place in on Sunday June 11th. With 20,000 
people turning up, it was the biggest yet. Despite not being as hot as last year the rain stayed 
away, and the crowds swarmed the length of the Cowley Road sampling the goods on offer. 
From the main stages on Manzil Way to the street performers lurking on every corner, there 
really was something for everyone. 


Text by Tanya Prescott, photos by Jim Barlow 


For the last two years, an increasing attempt has been made to get people from the Leys 
involved. This mostly takes the form of music and dance, in which local residents were well 
represented. The procession featured a team from Showtime Dance, who also stole the show 
at local superstar Sir Sambo's set on the bashment stage (see photo, right: Sir Sambo 
celebrating after another killer set). Performers from the Leys Jam, which happens at the Leys 
Music Recording Studio every Monday evening, also took to the stage (see photo, below: Jojo 
from the Jam sessions takes over the stage) bringing some Leys flavour to the Carnival. 


http:/Avww.eastoxford.com/carnival/ 
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Front Gardens ang 
llotment Competition 


What's Happening ew 
and When WORKING is a pilot scheme being rolled out by REPORT 
June/July Oxford City Council. It's a new approach to working together ANDONED 


VEHICLES 


assisted by a project co-ordinator to help us direct and 
An officer will he 


improve service delivery in Blackbird Leys. 


During the pilot scheme look out for a series of 
campaigns to address the issues that you, the 
residents of Blackbird Leys, have told us are 
important to you. 


TO GETIT DONE 


p 


Look out for the WORKING campaign 
posters and flyers, Also, there will be displays at 
your Local Services Shop and Area Committee 
meeting. 


In addition we are issuing a service contact card of 
phone numbers that we think you will find useful 
in your neighbourhood to help you access the 
services you need more easily. 


0780 290 4000 


Nous. ing 


467218 


467222 
742138 or 760733 


252858 
467200 


07710 384747 


Project Co-ordinator T 


EN To help us direct and improve services in 
your neighbourhood we would like you to tell us if you 
think the campaigns we are rolling out are successful. 


September FI We would like you to tell us about the issues that are 
@ important to you and suggestions for campaigns you 
would like to see. 


We believe our services listed on the contact card 

are delivered efficiently. However, sometimes some 
things may not get done as well or as quickly as we 
expected, or is needed. If you find this is the case we 
would like you to tell us. 


WORKING project co-ordinator by using the 
response form attached to the leaflet delivered to 
participating homes or available from your Local 
Services Shop. The forms can be returned to your 
Local Services Shop or Area Committee meeting. 


co-ordinator who will record and review what happened in 
order to help us to improve our services response. 
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BLITZ 


Centres across the Leys 


All 
levels of ability 
welcome 


Experienced 
staff and volunteers 
on hand to help 
those who have not 
used a computer 
before 


18 Computer 


Free use of computers 


& internet 


Youth IT Hub 


to find out about joining in 
phone 714492 


Ai OXFORDSHIRE 
$ Bets COUNTY COUNCIL 
‘as? 


New Opportunities Fund 


ontine LOTTERY FUNDED 


OLITZ News 


Blackbird Leys IT Hub will 


be three years old this July 
and we will be celebrating the occasion 
by inviting everyone who has been to the 
IT Hub, whether it was one of the drop 
in sessions or one of the many computer 
courses, to come back and share with us 
your stories. We will be remembering 
the success of the Blackbird Leyders - our 
online quiz team - and we will be talking 
about where people see the project going 
in the future. Bring along any computing 
related query to test our brains and we 
will try and find a way to help! Let us 
know what training you would like in the 
future or other projects that you think we 
should be involved in. Tell us about what 
you have been doing or just come along 
and say hello. The event will be held on 
Friday 22nd July at 4pm, all are 


welcome!! 


Top Websites - we are doing a survey 
to find out peoples favourite websites - 
come along to the IT Hub and tell us 
what your favourite websites are. We 
hope to publish results of this survey in 
Leys News later in the year. 


Summer Courses - Over the summer 
we are hoping to run a beginners course 
- to get you started using a computer, a 
digital photography course - to help take 
great holiday photos, and an Internet and 
Email course - so you can surf with 
confidence. 


Learn to put together and 
compose your Own MUSIC ona 
computer using fruity loops software - a 
course will be held on a weekday 
evening in August - if you're interested 
then let us know. 


Also available all through the summer is 
individual or one-to-one tuition to 
get the confidence to go on a computer 
course, to work on a project such as 
creating a website, a spreadsheet for 
budgets, publicity materials or a 
slideshow for a wedding, if you would 
like some free one-to-one tuition please 
drop in or call us and we can arrange 
this for you. 


Video Editing - You are welcome to 
use our facilities to edit home video, 
please contact us if you would like to 
arrange this. 


Home Music Production and 
Home Computer Music Studio 
We will be running a course in 
conjunction with the Leys Music 
Recording Studio aiming to provide 
interested people with all the skills 
needed to produce music on their home 
computer. This course will be held in 
September but please get in touch as 
soon as possible to indicate any 
particular interests. 


Youth IT Hub - ICT activities for 
young people available most days and 
school holidays contact us and find out 
more most activities are free of charge 
and are open for all local young people 
aged over 9. 


If you want to learn more or just want to 
be able to use a computer in your 
locality then pop into the IT Hub at Leys 
Linx: Monday to Friday 9.30 -4.30 or 
Saturday 9.30 - 1.30. Or you can phone 
714492 or email 
ithub@blackbirdleys.com 


Centre 
News 
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UPDATE REPORT ON THE 
MAIN HALL 
CONSULTATION 


The second public consultation 
meeting regarding the future use 
of the Main Hall at the Blackbird 
Leys Youth & Community Centre 
took place on May 19th. The 
meeting operated as a workshop 
session and was a particularly 
useful and positive exercise. 
The key points that emerged were 
as follows: 
© The Main Hall space should be 
kept as 'open plan' as possible to 
cater for a variety of community 
uses and the consensus is that 
the space should not be leased to 
any one particular group. 
The favoured uses (in no 
particular order) are to allow for 
performance, art display, 
theatre, pantomime, dance, 
youth activities, adult education, 
drop-in sessions, advice, 
training, meetings and 
occasional functions. 
The consultation process must 
not be rushed and must be 
integral to any major re- 
development. Therefore there 
will be large-scale consultation 
across the estate over the next 
12 months and, whilst this takes 
place, a 'quick' and cheerful 
redecoration will allow the space 
to be booked by local community 
groups. For example, the Leys 
CDI will run their four-week 


Summer Youth Project from the 
Hall. 

© If a crèche could be provided 
within the area this would be of 
great benefit to a lot of 
community groups on the Leys. 
Due consideration needs to be 
given to the management of the 
area by local people for local 
people (a capacity building 
model). 


Three local residents reported back 
to the local councillors at the South 
East Area Committee held at 
Cardinal House, Littlemore on 
Monday June 6th. At this meeting 
councillors were able to consider 
initial recommendations and 
request further information. 


If YOU would like to add your 
views to the process please: 


Contact us at Leys News on 
leysnews@hotmail.com; 


Contact your local councillors via 
Jude Skipp on 01865 252414/ 
jskipp@oxford. gov.uk; 


Contact Paul Isaacs, Community 
Centre Manager on 01865 401098/ 
pisaacs@oxford.gov.uk 


We would like to hear 
from you! 


by Paul Isaacs 


The Healthy Living Initiative is also seeking to get 
suggestions and views from local residents on any food related 
training in the Blackbird Leys Youth and Community 


Centre kitchen. 


Please contact Kate Dunsdon if you would like us to look into 
training opportunities such as food hygiene or healthy eating. 


We would also like to hear from you if you have any ideas on use 
of the kitchen such as setting up a community cafe for a day or so 
a week or starting a lunch club etc. 


Please either email any comments you have to kate@eastoxford- 
healthyliving.org.uk or telephone 01865 715577. Alternatively 
please pass on any suggestions to Paul Issacs, Centre Manager. 


There’s so much going on at the Community Centre over the 
summer, why not pop down and check it out? You could try... 
courses and workshops at the BLITZ IT hub... CDI Summer 
Project for young people... creative sessions with GLOW... getting 
involved with the Credit Union... jamming at the recording 
studio... having your say in how the main hall and kitchen are 
used in future. 
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Windale Pupils 'Relive' World War 2! 


By Chuma Nwokolo Jr 


On Thursday 5th May, years 3 & 4 pupils in Miss 
Francis' class at Windale Primary School visited 
Longlands Care Home in Blackbird Leys. The 
children were studying World War 2 and, to flesh 
out their academic lessons, they interviewed the 
elderly residents of Longlands about their personal 
experiences during the terrible war years. This 
consultation took place in a large lounge at the 
home and the residents were glad to take part in 
the children's history project, patiently responding 
to the questions of the pupils. 


The nation is marking the sixtieth year after the 
end of World War Il and for the Windale pupils, 
(whose parents were all born after the war) it was 
a valuable opportunity to hear many first-hand 


accounts of what the war was like. 


'I was a child,’ Says Mary Taylor, one 
of Longlands' residents, "I was in 
school, | was eleven during the war. 
Our parents went on the police war 
reserve, but they were never called 
up." She also remembered dried egg 
portions handed out by the 
Americans, a tin of which she 
retained as a memento until very 


recently. 


The children were led by their 
teacher, Miss Francis and teaching 
assistant, Mrs. Peden. A delighted 
Miss Francis, who is now pleased 
with the visit, was scheduled to bring 
out her second group of students for 
another round of interactions. The 
residents and staff enjoyed the 


experience as well. 


The theme of this 
year's Leys Fair is 
HEALTHY LIVING. 
The Fair is on 
Saturday 10th 
September, 12 noon 
to 5.30pm at 
Blackbird Leys Park & 
Leisure Centre. 


This year's main 
attractions will 
include: 


MUSIC: sounds all 
afternoon from the 
DESTA*NATION 
SOUND team. 


ALTERNATIVE 
THERAPIES including 
aromatherapy, 
acupuncture, 
massage, yoga, 
holistic healing and 
reflexology. 


WORLD FOODS 
including stalls 
promoting Afro- 
Caribbean and Asian 
foods. 


Photo: the pupils outside Longlands getting ready for the interviews. 


Do you want to be a community champion? 


Leys News undertook this piece with Longlands Care 
Home as part of a wider project to support the 
residents there in writing down their memories of life 
as a Leys resident in the past. This is through the 
Community Champions grant (provided by the 
government's Department for Education and Skills) 
which is allowing Leys News to work with small 
groups on the Leys, helping them to put together 
stories and photos for the paper. It is hoped that 
people involved with the project will continue to work 
with Leys News after this intial work. 


If your group would be interested in getting involved 
with this project, get in touch with Becky at Leys 


News: 


Tel: 01865 711756 


Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 


UNDER 8's AREA: 
free activities 
including children's 
entertainers, 
storytelling, bouncy 
castles and lots of fun 
and games. 


INFLATABLE ZONE: 
including Bungee 
Runs, Gladiator 
Joust, Sumo 
Wrestling, 
'Superheroes' 
challenge and plenty 
of Bouncy Castles. 


HEBBORN'S 
FUNFAIR: always 
popular and a great 
range of rides ! 
WILD WASTE SHOW 
/ RECYCLING 
INFORMATION 


HEALTHY FOODS: 
displays and free 
tasting including fruit 
smoothies. 


SPORTS ZONE: 
improve your health 


by participating in a 
wide range of free 
activities including 
volleyball, penalty 
shoot-outs and 
dance. 


BLITZ IT / 
COMPUTER AREA, 
including a 'How 
Healthy are You?! 
quiz. 


COMPETITIONS for 
Leys residents 
including best 
garden, best street, 
biggest sunflower 
and most successful 
local allotment. 


PLUS ......... 
COMMUNITY 
STALLS, 
COMMUNITY 
SAFETY MARQUEE, 
PARISH COUNCIL 
BUCKING BRONCO 
and the ever popular 
GRAND DRAW. 


If YOU would like to 


get involved, please 
come along to one of 
the regular planning 
meetings held every 
2nd Thursday of the 
month, 7pm in Leys 
Linx @ the Blackbird 
Leys Youth & 
Community Centre - 
the meetings in the 
run up to the Fair are 
on July 14th and 
August 11th - or 
contact Natalie 
Huckin, Leys Fair Co- 
ordinator on 07766 
560620. 


Thanks to Oxford City 
Council, the Healthy 
Living Initiative and 
the Oxford PCT 
(Primary Care Trust) 
for their help. 


Planning meetings: 


July 14th 
August 11th 


At BBL Community 
Centre 


Dear Reader, 


By the time you read this 
column we will know 
whether we have a new 
government or the same 
political party. Hold on, 
hold on, this is not a party 
political broadcast! 


By now we would have had 
our fair share of what 
should be truth, but with 
the realistic element, this 
has now become 'spin' or 
conspiracy, dependant on 
how big the lie was, or how 
much spin it was given. 


For years, we went to court 
and swore on the Bible to 
answer the questions with 
the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth. 
But this seems to be a thing 
of the past. We no longer 
seem to be able to tell the 
truth and damn the 
consequences. We start off 
with what we laughingly 
call a 'white lie' and move 
on to a more blatant lie. But 
why do we do this? 


Historically, we have a 
number of situations, which 
can only be seen as 
conspiracy. And for the 
purposes of this column we 
are going to use the 
definition of a lie that 
involves more than one 
person. Below | give my 
view of what | believe some 
of the worlds most blatant 
conspiracies. 


JFK. Even if we believe the 
idea that one lone gunman 
managed to shoot the 
President of what is 
arguably the most powerful 
government in the world, 
by nipping into a book shop 
and getting a job there just 
a few weeks before the 
President has a drive by, we 
still have to question why a 
person with a known police 
record can stroll into the 
police car park and shoot 
him. How did the autopsy 
team manage to find a 
bullet on the gurney as they 
wheeled the body out of 
the hospital? 


Marilyn Monroe. Suicide, 
accident or murder? 

Martin Luther King. After 
being hounded for years by 
people who hated the idea 
of peace between the 
races, was suddenly shot 
on a balcony that 
overlooked a number of 
vantage points for an 
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BY Robert Evans 


‘In My View’ is a column based on my thoughts and observations and not 
that of Leys News or any other organisation. 


assassin. And why has the 
person who | refused to 
name in this document has 
not wanted to take the 
credit for this as in other 
crazed attacks around the 
world. 


And the first moon landing! 
How many people believe 
this really happened? The 
evidence against this 
certainly gives us another 
point of view. 


And finally, in our world 
attempt at conspiracy truth 
and honesty, the death of 
Princess Diana. On a very 
simplistic level, we are 
supposed to believe that 
somebody as rich as Dodi 
Fayed decided not to use 
his normal driver, but sent 
for another member of staff 
who was at home relaxing 
at home with a liberal 
amount of drink to come 
and drive him home. Or is 
there another possible 
answer? 


So back to conspiracy, truth 
and honesty. There is no 
reason why we should 
accept this as something 
from the past. We can all 
take a personal 
responsibility to be more 
open and honest and | can 
at least put my hand up and 
say that | have said this on a 
number of occasions in my 
professional job. | am 
prepared to start a new 
trend. In my own family 
and loved ones, | am only 
ever going to tell the truth 
from now on, unless | need 
to put a spin on it! 


And as for the challenge 
from my last column, | do 
not have to pay £50 
because | completed the 
challenge. The answers are 
as follows: 


1. | attended a cricket 
match to see my nephews 
play for the first time in 
years. 

2. | went to the Reading 
Golf Course (not to play 
golf, of course) but to a 
party. 

3. | passed on some of my 
skills to others by tutoring 
on a college course. 

4. | went to a small village 
for afternoon tea. 

5. | went to a bands night 
performed by young 
people, not completely my 
taste, but there was £50 at 
stake! 


This is Robert Evans's last column for In My View - a 
hig thank you for all your hard work. Do you want to 
get involved? Got something to say? Get in touch 
ahout writing a short piece on your views... 
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There's a whole range of projects as part of the Glow project - 
see page 14 for more. If you are interested in any of the Glow 
sessions detailed below, get in touch with Jim either by leaving a 


message at Leys Linx, or at Leys News or call or text 0797 
9733848 or e-mail j.barlow@ictcentre.org.uk. 


GLOW UPDATE 


We held some good creative writing workshops, which have produced loads of 


excellent writing. We are now working on the second stage of turning it into 


electronic form so that it can go on the web and the CD (as well as in Leys News). 


For a sample - see page 14. 


There's still time to contribute something written if you want and we will be 


running activities around video / photography and art as well, so contact us for 


details. 


GLOW VOICE SESSIONS 


Have fun with your voice sessions Saturday and Sunday, 9th and 10th of July, at 


the Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 
We are running a free weekend event for local residents. The aim is to have a 


laugh and gain some confidence in using your voice, whether for spoken word or 
singing. It is aimed at people who believe they can't sing, are really shy about their 
voices, only ever let rip at karaoke etc. We're all going to give it a go, so come 


and join in. On the Sunday we hope to record what we've come up with. 
Good food and children's’ activities will be laid on for both days. 


If you already sing and would like to contribute a track to the GLOW CD that is 
going to be produced, we'd like to hear from you. We can arrange some 
recording studio time and look into any vocal coaching and training in lyric 
writing skills you might need. There are two conditions - you have to live on 
the Leys and we won't record any nonsense about drugs, violence and general 
slackness. 


LEYS JAM 


Just to remind you of the open sessions at the Recording Studio on Monday 
evenings (6.30 - 9.30pm), to produce a Leys Music CD by the end of 2005. 
This is a pure music CD, and is a different project to the interactive GLOW CD. 
There are also opportunities to produce and cut your own vinyl masterpiece. 
Call Dave on 07815 289 742 for more. 


Come and find out about Egovernment with sessions at BLITZ 


Getting benefits online - explore all kinds of benefits and see if you can apply 


online Mon 27th June @ 10:30am & Tues 5th July @ 10:30am: Where | live - 


services like leisure and recycling online from Oxford City, County and 
Councils. Mon 27th June @ 2pm & Fri 8th July @ 2pm: Health - use online 
services like NHS Direct to improve your access to healthcare & learn more 
about staying healthy Tues 28th June @ 10.30am & Fri 8th July @ 10:30am: 
Job searching - look for work online, in Oxford or all over the UK! Apply for a 
job without leaving your home. Fri 1st July @ 2pm & Mon 4th July at 2pm 
Introduction to EGov - Find out about all the services mentioned above and 
more! Fri 1st July @ 10:30am & Mon 4th July at 10:30am 


July 2005 


Parents and toddlers/children Organised groups, Playschemes welcome 
Suitable for 0-16yrs starts at 10.30am-3.30pm 
For further info about this event please contact Joey on 01865 252179 or 


E-mail jphillips@oxford.gov.uk 


BbYsI9 


: Looking for 2 
: venue for 

: your child's 
: birthday 

: party? Why 
: not hire the 
- Dovecote on 
: Nightingale Avenue? 

* Local residents can hire the Dovecote for 3 

° discounted rate (plus 9 refundable deposit). It is 


: available for hire throughout the week 9s well as 
at weekends. 


The Dovecote has 9 fully accessible playroom 
and kitchen, plus 2 large outside garden. 


° Please drop into Baling Family Housing 
e Association offices at the Farmhouse, or ring, 
> them on 71224% for more information. 


Don't forget the Leys Fair! The theme of this year's Leys Fair is HEALTHY LIVING. 
The Fair is on Saturday 10th September, 12 noon to 5.30pm at Blackbird Leys Park 
& Leisure Centre. Planning meetings held every 2nd Thursday of the month, 7pm in 


Leys Linx @ the Blackbird Leys Youth & Community Centre - or contact Natalie 
Huckin, Leys Fair Co-ordinator on 07766 560620. Why not get involved? 


Competition Corner 
Fancy the theatre this summer? 
iat ae to see A Midsummer Night's Dream at Headington Hill Park, 
xfor 


Creation Theatre Company is offering two lucky readers the chance to win a pair of 
best seats to see A Midsummer Night's Dream in Headington Hill Park*. 


Journey into the leafy depths of Headington Hill Park for Shakespeare's most 
enchanting play. Running from 7th July to 10th September ‘A Midsummer Night's 
Dream’ follows lovers, fairies and fools in this spellbinding romp of midsummer 
madness and mischievous magic. The dream team of director Zoe Seaton and visual 
consultant Paul McEneaney returns to Creation with a visual feast of spectacular 
illusions and special effects including stilt walking and fire eating, in this revival of the 
play for which outdoor theatre was created. 


Theatre For A Fiver! As part of Creation's 10th Anniversary celebration, BMW 
Group Plant oxford has sponsored 750 tickets so people can experience the spectacle 
of a Creation show for the first time. Just £5 for performances of As You Like It or A 
Midsummer Night's Dream from 4th June to 15th July.** 


For more information contact the Box Office: 01865 245745 / 
www.creationtheatre.co.uk 


*Tickets are valid for performances from 29th 
August - 8th September excluding 2nd and 
3rd September. 

**Only for UK residents who have NOT 
booked with Creation before. Max 2 tickets 
per person. Conditions apply. 


Puck during Midsumme*™ 


S Cs © Creation 


The winner of the May 
competition was Mrs Dickenson 
of Crowberry Road. 
Congratulations! 
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Young Roots Project presents ‘Summer with Showtime.’ 


Showtime Dance are holding an event in Blackbird Leys park called ‘Summer 
with Showtime!' This event is a talent show for local young people who will 
be singing, dancing, reading poetry, and DJing, amongst other performances. 
It will be held on Sunday 31st July 2005, in Blackbird Leys park between 
1pm-8pm and welcomes all members of the public free of charge. ALL ARE 
WELCOME! 


Contact the African Caribbean Youth Project at the Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre for more information on 01865 778250. 


Raising Funds, Raising Awareness - Summer events with Oxfordshire Mind 


As many as 1 in 4 of us in Oxfordshire will experience a mental health problem at some 
time in our lives. Oxfordshire Mind provides help, support and information in your local 
community. During the summer, Oxfordshire Mind have a range of fundraising and 
awareness raising events. These are happening all over the county - the ones listed 
here are just a selection of relevant or local events. To find out more, or for advice 
about mental health issues, check out www.oxfordshire-mind.org.uk. 


A Grand Charity Bingo, Wednesday, 6th July 2005, Cowley Conservative Club, 
Between Towns Road, Cowley, Oxford - doors open at 7.00 p.m. - eyes down at 8.00 
p.m. Cash, Prizes and Charity Raffle - Free attendance draw! 


A Grand Charity Bingo, Wednesday, 27th July 2005, Cowley Community Centre, Barns 
Road, Cowley, Oxford - doors open at 7.00 p.m. - eyes down at 8.00 p.m. - Cash Prizes 
& Charity Raffle - Free attendance draw! 


A Grand Summer Charity Draw, with Fox Fm Presenter, James Kerr, Sunday, 31st July 
2005, Tickets £1 each available from the Oxfordshire Mind office. Win a weekend break 
for 2 at Oxford Spires Four Pillars Hotel, Spa Treatment at McGills Oxford, a flight for 2 
in the Fox Fm Flying Fox Helicopter! 


ne Minute Movies for under 18's: a chance to make short stylish digital videos working with Oxford 
Film and Video Makers. Running 25th - 27th July 2005 (first week of school holiday) based at 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre. Learn the basics of story-boarding, shot techniques, using the 
mike etc. and an introduction to digital editing. Nine spaces available - so contact Jim on 0797 
9733848 or OFVM on 01865 726434. 


What about after the summer? 


New Hobby oxford womens R 
Or a New Career! E | d 


Oxford Women's Training Scheme (OWTS) offers courses in 
Computing, Media and Construction. Programmes are run in small 
groups enabling women to gain skills, knowledge and confidence 
in a relaxed and friendly environment. We specialise in providing 
training in practical and technical skills where there are growing 
job opportunities. Most of the courses run 2 days per week for 

12 weeks and students need to try to attend all the sessions to 
cover the whole syllabus. 


Courses are: 
e Open to women aged 16 or over 
e Run during school hours and term time 
e Free to women on benefits, asylum seekers or those on 
basic skills programmes 
e Help with travel and childcare costs (subject to eligibility) 


Courses starting in September 2005: 


Skills for Life - a flexible programme covering adult literacy, numeracy 
and English for speakers of other languages. 


Go For It! - a free course giving an introduction to computers and basic 
computing skills. 


o ropean Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) - gain a well-recognised 
qualification in computing skills, covering word processing, spreadsheets, 
databases etc. 


Basic DIY for Women - suitable for beginners, learn to use tools safely, 
finishing wood and basic woodwork skills. 


Building Skills for women - an introduction to a range of construction 
skills including painting, tiling, plumbing and carpentry. 


An introduction to website skills - covers the skills needed to build a 
website, including HTML coding, text and graphics manipulation. 


An introduction to video production - this includes planning, shooting 
and digital editing techniques leading to an OCN level 2 in video 
production. 


& OXFORDSHIRE 
Price 3 COUNTY COUNCIL 


For detailed information contact 01865 741317 


Li & C 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Oxford Women’s Training Scheme, Northway 
Centre, Maltfield Road, Oxford, OX3 9RG 
email: women@owts. org.uk 

website: www.owts.org.uk 


* 
EUROPEAN UNION 
European Social Fund 
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Big John has the X-Factor! 


Big John Humphries of Sorrel Road, has become a popular face - 
and voice - around the Leys. The karaoke aficionado, who 
starred in the 2004 Leys Pantomime, had a chance to go through 
to the second round of ITV programme X-Factor for the second 
year in a row. 


"| love to entertain others and enjoy myself", said a delighted 
John. "I've been singing for ten years and | think it's time to 
establish myself. I'm so hyped up and excited, | can't wait!" 
John had a taste of fame last year when he went through to the 
second round of the reality TV programme with his now infamous 
rendition of ‘Eye of the Tiger’. "I'm still known as the Tiger Man," 
John admitted. "But this year | want to try something different 
so I'm going to sing 'I Believe in a Thing Called Love' by the 
Darkness. | think what's really unique about me is that | can sing 
the tunes that other people don't even dare to try." 


Big John didn’t make it 
through to the third 
round, but he’s not 
letting it get him down. 
“There are open 
auditions later in the 

| year so | might go 

"| along and have another 
| go,” he said. The Leys 
is rooting for you, 

| John! 


= 


a 4 

Big John tolds up the ID card he 
needed battend the second round 
‘of X-Facto#? | 


| X-Factor will be shown 
on ITV 1 later in the 
year. 


African Market 2005 


The African market launched by ACCAN, the African Caribbean ja 
Community Action Network has proved to be a resounding success. The | 
market, which brings together a range of stalls (as shown in the photo, 
right), workshops, cultural games and videos and good food, runs at the ea 
end of every month and alternates between the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre and East Oxford Community Centre. 


Pat Green, the African Market Co-ordinator, said, "The African market has 
been a great success, generating a lot of local interest from the community, 
the media and from the general public. It brought together a wide range # 

of people for a positive event. The fact that it is ongoing is one of the things | ko 
that makes it stand out from other events in Oxford. This is part of our | 
history and the journey of knowing about who we are." 


Each month looks at a different theme (see below). The market runs from 12-8pm, is free and open to 
everyone. 


Saturday September 3rd East Oxford Community Centre |Health 
Saturday October 1st Blackbird Leys Youth and Education, and a Saturday school 
Community Centre convention 


Leys Lins CENTRE 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
COME AND JOIN US AT 4.00PM ON 27TH JULY. 
AS WELL AS A BRIEF AGM MEETING THERE WILL BE SOME FUN IT 


ACTIVITIES. 
PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT YOUR INFORMATION CENTRE. 


DOVECOTE SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 
3 TO 5 YEARS OLDS & 6 TO 12 YEAR OLDS 


10 am - 2.30 p.m. (3-5s) - 10 am - 3 p.m. (6 - 12s) 
Monday 25th July until Thursday 18th August (1st 2 weeks or 2nd 2 weeks only) 
£3.50 per child per day + trip money for younger group 


Registration will be held at the Barn, Nightingale Ave. Blackbird Leys 
Friday 15th July at 9.15 am. 


LEISURE 


ALL FEES WILL BE REQUIRED ON THE DAY OF REGISTRATION 


Telephone Carol on Oxford 712299 for further information 


Tel: 01865 711756 


We met at in The Barn and 
although | don't remember the 
weather | do recall the beautiful 
smell of food and the welcome 
from Miche Fabre Lewin. The 
food was being prepared for 
lunch and was a good way to set 
the tone of the first meeting of 
the Leys Foragers food Co-op. 


Nine people 


attend 

expressing their interest to join 
the group. Everyone was 
enthusiastic and came with 
questions and interest in 
establishing the co-op. There 
were several reasons for people 
wanting to join, like cheaper 
ways of shopping, healthier ways 
of eating and a more common 
desire to look at breaking some 
poor eating and shopping habits 
that have slipped into society in 
the last few years. 


The day was facilitated by Miche 
to get us started but she had 
invited other interested groups 
and speakers, like Kate from the 
Healthy Living Initiative, and 
Lucy from Corporate Watch (the 
organisation that monitors big 
businesses). We discussed how 
big supermarkets are shaping 
our environment and lives, and 
how we can explore alternative 
ways of shopping like food co- 


Leys Foragers Food Co-op 
ops. 


The other vital visitor was 
Edward, a member and treasurer 
of the Incredible Bulk Co-op in 
East Oxford. Not only did he tell 
us how the Incredible Bulk group 
had established itself but was 
also able to give us great tips on 
where to buy from and how to 
administer the buying and 
finances of a co-op. His top tips 
were 

Keep all the meetings as 
social as possible - eat together 
as well as buy together. Plan to 
have 5-6 hours together each 
time you meet 

Meet regularly say every six 
weeks 

Have a meeting where 
people take the roles of Chair, 
Treasurer and Secretary 
He also outlined how to phone in 
an order reminded us to agree 
the delivery and storage of the 
products. 


The morning was full of guidance 
on how to move forward we ate 
our lunch together and in the 
afternoon we sat down to do the 
business! Time was taken to 
answer questions and gain the 
commitment from everyone and 
the next meeting date was 
arranged with an agreement 
that order forms for the co-op 
would be sent to everyone and 
they would come prepared to 
place the first order in May. 


The May meeting was warmly 
hosted by one of our members 
and yes we did have lunch 
together again! Somehow, 
amidst the chaos of new forms 
and systems and people 
experimenting with their 
shopping lists, as well as agreeing 
the finances and the name of the 
group an order was put together! 
It was phoned through and 
delivered to one of the member's 
homes where the rest of us 
collected our goods. 


It all felt a great achievement 
such a lot of work 
in a very short 
time and we were 
successful in 
managing our 
first order. Like 
everything new 
we have to learn 
as we go along, 

and we still have a long way to 

go before the group is running 
smoothly and enjoying more of 
the social aspects of being a co- 
op member. However, we are 
meeting again and this time we 
will be cooking together with 

Miche (I can smell the food 

again!) and planning our next 

order. Who knows what our 
learning from our first attempt is 
going to be but we know we can 
do it and that's the best feeling 
and now it is just a matter of 
getting better and stronger. 


By Dolores O’Malley 
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FOR MORE 


INFORMATION, CONTACT 01865 71 
496 (MARSHA) OR 01865 395 927 (BETH), oR 


EMAIL: LEYSCDICHOTMAIL.COM 
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You may remember in the last 
issue of Leys News we 
mentioned a new 
neighbourhood 

wor ing project that 
Oxford City Council is piloting 
in Blackbird Leys. The 
project is well under way, 
and we want to keep you 
updated: 


Front line staff and managers 
from different departments of 
the council have formed a 
taskforce to see if there are 
ways they could work more 
closely together in on the 
Leys to improve their 
services to you. The council 
wants your views on this. 
Have you experienced any 
poor services, are there ways 
you think services could be 
delivered more effectively? 
Call us on 07710 384 747 or 
email neighbourhoodworking 
@oxford.gov.uk with your 
suggestions. 


Want to know more? 


great time to start. 


you will find useful. 


By Stuart Mabbutt 
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With this fourth article, 
focusing on companion 
planting, | hope the lid has 
been lifted on how simple 
gardening can be. 


You don't need greenfingers 
or "The Magic Touch" to be 
successful at gardening. 
You just need commitment, 
hard work and an 
expanding knowledge of 
the hai 


Companion plantin 
Another ae principle of 
companion planting is: 
Some plants 
help other 
plants when 
present in small 
numbers, but 
are harmful if 
they become 
too numerous. 
Getting the 
balance right is 
essential. 


It has been noted that a 
wheat crop is improved if 
under planted with 
corncockles or even 
chamomile. 


Stinging nettles are also 
good companion plants, 
but not particularly nice. 
Obviously, if your nettle 
patch is too large it will 
become too dominant, but 
kept under control they can 
assist fruit to ripen. This is 
especially noticeable when 
they are near tomatoes, 
with less ‘rotting off’ of the 
ripening fruit. 


It has also been shown that 
oil within many herbs is 
increased when they are 
located near to a nettle 
colony. 


If you like to grow 
squashes, sweetcorn 
or pumpkins, try 
growing a small crop of 
lettuce, beetroot or 
radish around them. You 
will find slugs and snails will 


attack the lettuces etc, 
leaving your prize 
squashes, sweetcorn or 


pumpkins to thrive. 


July 2005 @ 
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Keating pests away 
Some plants can be used as 
camouflage or distraction 
plants to keep pests away 
from your treasured plants. 
Plants with strong odours 
or colours planted next to 
some plants prone to pest 
attack will help confuse the 
insect predators and limit 
their damage. 


If you grow tomatoes near 
to beans the numbers of 
leafhopper insects will 
be reduced. 


French beans planted near 
cabbages help keep aphid 
and caterpillar 
attacks down. 


Garlic planted near 
potatoes reduce 
aphid and moth 


j attacks. 


Marigolds planted 
near crops prone to 
Whitefly attack will 
keep this pest at 
bay, but will fail to have any 
real effect if an infestation is 
already occurring. 


Onions and carrots grown 
together will help keep each 
other's root flies under 
control. 


Nasturtiums can keep some 
aphids away from apple 
trees if you allow them to 
grow up them. 


To distract whitefly away 
from your crops in the 
greenhouse, try growing a 
few pots of tobacco plants 
in there too. When the 
tobacco plants are 
smothered in whitefly, they 
can be removed and burnt, 
thus removing instantly the 
majority of this pest. 


Finally, try sowing some 
extra sacrificial spinach 
seeds which the slugs and 
snails will devour, giving 
your other plants time to 
develop before these slimy 
little monsters find them 
too. 


Good gardening! 
Stuart Mabbutt 


To support the Neighbourhood Working project that we wrote about in the last issue of Leys News, the 
council is promoting its tool-lending scheme for OCC tenants this summer. If you want to take part in 
the various competitions that are taking place but haven't done much gardening in the past, this is a 


Every resident of Blackbird Leys should by now have received a leaflet describing the project and giving 
you an opportunity to feed back to us with any problems or complaints you have with the council and 
any suggestions you have for future campaigns. We want to hear from YOU, so please do contact us. 
The leaflet also contains flyers giving details of some of the campaigns and a list of numbers we hope 


If you want more information about the various competitions, have a look at the advert on page 5 of 
this Leys News, look out for the posters or get in touch using the contact details above. 


By Kate Stratford, Project Co-ordinator 
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LEYS LEARNING COMMUNITY 


There have been a number of developments over the 
last few months. The two main ideas at the moment 
are 1) setting up a Leys Learning Community and 2) 
developing a new kind of learning space. So what 
might a Leys Learning Community mean? 


LEARNING NETWORK 


Leys Learning Network was set up in 2003 with the 
aim of bringing together adult and community 
education providers with local community groups. 
This has meant building practical links, bringing 
together, for example, the County Adult Basic Skills 
Service; the BLITZ ICT Hub; the Leys News 
community paper and the Leys Music Recording 
Studio. Since last year the Network is also working 
with local schools. 


In Oxfordshire the County Council is committed to 
establishing "learning communities", by breaking down 


the barriers between school and community, 
encouraging local communities to contribute to the 
development of learning programmes, and building 
local partnerships of schools and other providers 
across an area and enabling them to contribute to 
wider strategies for community wellbeing. 

Learning communities come in many different forms: 
a school or college, a workplace, or just a group of 
people coming together to support each other in 
learning and personal development. 


Nationally there are a number of pilot projects 
experimenting with ideas around community learning 
and learning communities. Blackbird Leys / Greater 
Leys is in a very strong position to develop its own 
form of learning community, as set out in the recent 
report "Towards a Leys Learning Community’. 

The report observes that the Leys is seen in terms of 
educational disadvantage, with low attainment in 
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schools and a low level of qualifications among the 
adult population. The report challenges some of the 
preconceptions but also observes the contrast 
between Oxford as an international centre of learning 
and the situation four miles out beyond the ring road. 
No one is going to pretend that there are easy 
answers to problems facing our schools or that there 
is a magic wand to get all adults qualified and into 
nice middle class jobs. But there is a lot of individual 
and collective experience that shows that sometimes 
it is the way learning is approached that is the issue. 
There is a clear issue around making learning relevant 
to people's lives and interests, as well as providing it 
in a way that is genuinely accessible. 


There are lots of local people who have overcome 
disadvantage and stereotyping and taken control of 
their own learning. Local residents work in the 
schools, run our youth and family centres, the 
recording studio and the BLITZ ICT Hub (among other 
things). A key theme of the report is "Whose 
Learning Is It?" and it argues that a Leys Learning 
Community only means anything if it fully involves and 
is directed by local residents. 


The report sets out a number of suggested actions. 
These are mostly suggestions for practical projects, 
linking community and education providers in creative 
ways at a local level. In terms of developing 
community involvement it recommends a three way 
approach: 


1. Supporting local organisations by delivering 
learning opportunities with them and through them. 
2. Developing informal groups of local educators and 
learners and evolving these into community learning 
representatives. 
3. Growing local talent, for example, by supporting 
the development of local Teaching Assistants. 

By Jim Barlow 


Enrol 


Earl Enrolment Day 


Enquiries 


01865 550 550 
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All you need to do is go to 
www.bigfootinthedoor.co.uk and get 


Win a pair of shoes worth up to 
£150! 
the highest score on the online big 

foot game. Double your chances of 

winning by entering the free prize draw to win a 


second pair of shoes, just fill in the sign up form on 
the website. 


Oxford Brookes is running this campaign - one 
great big foot in the door - to encourage more 
people to come to university and get a foot in the 
door of their future career. 


We've launched a new website 
www.bigfootinthedoor.co.uk with really useful hints 
and tips on how to get into university. It's packed 
with information, from choosing the right university 
and course, to tips on filling in the application form 
and student finance. Don't forget the online big foot 
game and competition to win a pair of shoes for 
your all important first interview. 


Are you thinking about going to university? 
e If you're thinking about going to university but are 

unsure, a couple of facts might help persuade 

you! 

e Research shows that graduates earn 43% more 
than those with just A-levels or equivalent 
qualifications. 

At Oxford Brookes, of our 2003 graduates, 75% 
were in paid employment six months after 
completing their course, with 16% going on to 
further study. 


Top tip - if you've decided university is for you then 
it's vital to get your application in at the start of the 
UCAS cycle in September. It can increase your 
chances of getting a course place at your first- 
choice university. So research your options and 
write your personal statements over the summer! 
Get in touch with our Student Enquiry Centre on 
01865 484848 or query@brookes.ac.uk, or find out 
more by visiting www.bigfootinthedoor.co.uk. 


Oxford Brookes Summer University on 
Blackbird Leys 


® Jazz and Hip Hop Dance 
e Digital pictures and video (introductory) 
e Writing poetry 


These daytime courses are running for one week starting 
Monday 8th August until Friday 12th August. The first 
three days are in Blackbird Leys and the last two at 
Oxford Brookes (Harcourt Hill Campus). 


These courses are for people aged between 18 and 25 
years who live in Blackbird Leys / Greater Leys. First 
come, first served, as places are limited. 


Please note that the video work is introductory, so if 
you've already done stuff with Glow, or at Marsha's 
summer projects it may be too basic for you. 
Contact John Ord on 01865 810615 or email 
john.ord@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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® 
OPEN 24 HOURS 


(including Sundays} 


All of your needs in 
one store 


Leys SPAR Ltd * Dunnock Way * Blackbird Leys * Oxford * OX4 7EX 
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If | was... 


If | was a flower, | would be a red rose. Smelling sweet and looking 
bright in a field of high green grass, all by myself. 


If I was a colour... it would be blue. Baby blue, soft, calm but loving like 
a new baby. 


If I was something in the sky... it would be a cloud, soft, white but 
always there when | look up at the sky. 


If | was a sound... it would be the joy and laughter of a child playing and 
being happy. 


Feel Good People: My Children 


Yes, you make me feel good! 
This is the hand... When I think of you 


That pointed to a window as an expression of amazement when hearing the sound JFE IESS rite | feel full of laughter and 

passing by my home, "Mum! Look!" Happiness and joy. 

This is the hand... Excitement bubbles up inside me 
That, when in gentle collision with the other, created a sound known. as. "cla SIM. AATE M EEIE | could hug you forever. 


home from hospital to show me my brand new baby brother: : 
A » You are like the soft, fresh 
This is the hand... 


That fumbled about, trying so hard to sil sect R E Green leaves in spring 
The hand that threw my coat do 3 That tickle my hands as 
able to formulate another me ' | brush across them. 


W D When I think of you 

This i | could burst open and explode 

That playec Ammer; got st With joy . 

of a finger round ina circular motion whilst Like a bright, blazing firework 

pulled the string in a feeble attempt to catch My happiness sparkling in the sky. 

dresses around my neck after watching an 
de ' You are colourful and beautiful 

This is the hand... ; : 

That first found writing a difficult task bu And joyful. You ale life and love. 

comfortable experience. The hand with / | love how you jump and run 

the trump cards of the other boys at $ And sing and shout. 


hand that won a "Quality Street" tin . 
helped me see things from a birds e God kissed and blessed me 


make my grafter go faster. When he gave you to our family 
This le the-hand ten He put a song in my heart forever 
That has shaken man any 

sporting trophies a ate Tanya Prescott 
hand that would b 

the start of a ga ; These pieces were written as part of the Glow 


K.Clarke-Wilson 


Drawing by Jasmine McPherson 


yi K creative writing workshops which were held during 
This is the hand... " a June. For more information on Glow, see page 8 - 
Which he reati adiy handspi there will be more on Glow in the next edition of the 
Ll om Leys News. 
The hand y eyes d 
The ha aned locks a Special thanks to Tanya Prescott for her involvement 
The har slasped ‘many, with design and layout of this page. 


This is the hand... é 
Which stroked the face of my 


and strength whenever we 
pointing towards positivity 
scratches my head when 
Safe to say, my hand has 
So guess what? 

| LOVE MY HAND 


Tel: 01865 711756 


Leys Library 


The wonders of the web and beyond! 


Did you know you can now access your details via the web? 
You can renew your books up to 3 times, so you need never go overdue! 
You can reserve any item (available for loan), listed on the catalogue. 


The Library service will shortly be introducing a new automated renewal 
service called CallPoint. This means that if you suddenly remember at 
2am you have forgotten to renew your library books you now have a 
choice to Phone or use the Web to do this. All you need is a Library ticket 
and a PIN number which can be supplied on request at any branch 
provided you have your ticket with you. 


You can borrow up to 20 books and you can use your Library ticket in any 
Library across Oxfordshire, and you can return any item to any library. 


From June we will be starting to stock top titles new on DVD, so 
hopefully you will be able to find something to suit everyone. They start 
from as little as £1.00 a week to hire, (top title currently £3.50 per week). 


Look out for our summer reading scheme coming in July. This year it is 
on the theme of a Reading Voyage. Why not come and see the Library 
animals who always enjoy joining in with the theme by dressing up or 
travelling in different modes of transport! 


We will be having storytimes for the under 10s on the following dates 
during the school holidays 

Thursday 4th August 2-3pm 

Thursday 25th August 2-3 pm 

Please look out for details and get your free tickets from the Library 
nearer the dates. 


We always welcome new readers it's free and easy to join, so if you've not 
be to visit us before why not take a chance and come and discover a 
whole new world. Get ideas for planting your garden, planning a 
barbeque, travel around the world without leaving the comfort of you 
own home! Or simply just sit back and relax with a great bestseller! 


We look forward to seeing you in the Library soon. 


Debbie Walker, Library Manager. Tel 01865 770403 


The Church of the Holy Family 


All are welcome to our regular 
Sunday communion services at 10.00 
am - there is special provision for 
children. And if you prefer a more 
meditative style of worship why not 
come along at 6.30 pm, for Time Out - 
for those of us who need a bit of 
space. 


the Leys community at 1.00 pm. 


All this year we are 
celebrating our 40th 
Anniversary - on 2nd July, 
there will be a children's party 
from 2.30-4.30. 

On Tuesdays at 9.00am we have short 


morning prayers for anyone to attend. 
On Wednesdays we have prayers for 


Please come along! 


The Leys Community Church 


The Leys Community Church is a 
lively family church. We believe 
people are important and that Jesus 
can make a real difference to our daily 
lives. 


and relaxed, with lively music and 
practical talks from the Bible. We seek 
to include everyone in the life of the 
church. 


If you'd like to come along please feel 
free. If you would like to come but 
need help with transport or would just 
like some more information then 
please phone Richard and Kate on 
(01865) 714153. 


Our Sunday afternoon services, which 
include special activities for children, 
are held in the upstairs bar at the 
Leisure Centre on Pegasus Road and 
start at 3.30pm. Services are informal 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


Serving Blackbird Leys, Greater Leys, 
Garsington & Cuddesdon. 


Regular times 


Sunday Mass 
Weekday Mass 


9.30am and 6.00pm 
Monday 9.00am 
Tuesday 7.30pm 
Thursday 7.00pm 
Friday 9.00am 
Saturday 10.30am 
Saturday 10.30am 


Priest-in-charge: Fr. David Hartley. 
Tel 01865 779658. 


Please call Fr. Hartley for enquiries 
about Baptisms, Confirmation this 


autumn, visiting the Church etc. Confessions 
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... What's on weekly... 


Age Resource Desk 

The Clockhouse. 

Mon to Fri, 10am - 1pm 
Computer access for the 
over 50's. Info: 717614 


The Barn Youth Club 
Wednesday, 7-9pm 


The Barn Youth Club - 
Internet Club Mondays 
4-6pm at the Barn. 


Brownies: Thursday 
6-7.30pm, Holy Family 
Church Hall 

(for 7 to 11 age group) 


CAD Drop-In: 

Drugs & Alcohol advice, 
Tues & Fri, 1-3pm, 

49 Barns Road 

(ox 402919) 


Carer and toddler group 
Until September: 

Friday, 1-3pm at the 
Dovecote. £1 


Dads, Lads and Lasses: 
Saturdays, 11am at the 
Barn, 3 pm 


Girls Street Dance: 

BBL Leisure Centre, 50p. 
13yrs-16yrs: 

Tuesdays, 4.45 - 5.45pm 
8yrs -12yrs: 
Wednesdays, 4.45 - 
5.45pm 


Girls Aerobics: 

BBL Leisure Centre. 50p. 
Tuesdays, 6 -7pm, 14 -18 
years 


Dovecote Afterschool Club: 
Monday to Thursday, 


What do Area Committees do? 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 


e abandoned vehicles 


e allotments 
ecar parks 
e cemeteries 


ecommunity centres 
e decisions on planning 


applications 


3.15 - 4.45pm 


Dovecote Saturday Club 
(for ages 5-12) 10am-1pm. 


Dance Classes at the Barn 
Tues 4-5pm (5-11years) 
5-6pm (12 years +) £3.30 
Freestyle, disco, 
street-dance. 


The Edge - Youth Club 
BBL Community Centre. 
Wed, 1-4.30pm. 

Drop in 7.30-9.30pm 


Guides, Friday 7-9pm at 
the Holy Family Church. 
Girls, 10-15 years. 

Info: 455970. 


1st Blackbird Leys 
Rainbow Guides 

for girls aged 5-7 yrs 
Fridays, 5.30-6.30pm 
Holy Family Church Hall, 
Cuddesdon Way. 
Contact - Laura 0778 
7528120 


Holy Family Church: 
Sunday service 10am, 
with lively children’s church. 


Home-Start New Babies 
Club: Dovecote on Friday, 
10.30-12noon 


Junior Edge Project: 

4.30 - 6pm, Tuesday and 
Thursday, BBL Community 
Centre (Supporting black 
and mixed heritage 
children) 


Leys Community Church 
Sunday service 3.30pm at 
the Leisure Centre. 


e ditches and streams 


Leys Youth Football Club: 
BBL Leisure Centre on 
Fridays, 50p. 

Boys: School Years 3 to 6: 
4pm - 5pm. 

School Yrs 7 to 8: 5 - 6pm. 
School Yrs 9 to 11: 6 - 
7pm. 

Girls: (8yrs to 16yrs): 7 - 8pm 


Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church: Mass, every 
Sunday, 9.30am and 6pm 


Self Defence: 
6-9pm, Tuesday at the 
Barn 


State Pension Advice 
Surgery: Leys Linx Centre, 
2nd & 4th Monday of the 
month 9.30am-12.30pm 


Swimming - 

Blackbird Leys Pool 
Mondays, 11.30 - 
12.30pm:60+ swimming 
(free). 

Tuesdays & Fridays, 

12 - 1pm: Water Workout. 
Wednesdays, 12 - 1pm: 
50+ swimming. 
Thursdays 12 -1pm: 
Duckings (Parent & toddler 
classes). 

Info: Ox 467042 


Weight Watchers: 
7-8pm, Thursday at the 
Barn 


Slimming World: 

New Testament Church of 
God, Cowley. 
Wednesdays, 7pm. Info: 


Ox 438114 
PPAR 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


e dog wardens 
e parks and countryside 
management 


e public toilets 
e street cleaning 


e street naming 


South East Area Committee meetings 


Ring 252249 for further information 


ROSE HILL 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


Monday ist August 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 


Monday 4th July 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Rose Hill 


Community Centre, 


The Oval 


Monday 5th September 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Littlemore Village 


Hall 


Leys girls victorious at the British Arts Awards 


The children at Esperer Performing Arts, based in 
Blackbird Leys, achieved fantastic results at The 
British Arts Awards 2005. Tenisha Edwards, aged 
11 and Charlotte Mortimer, aged 12, performed a 
song duet at the final of the awards and won 1st 
place. 


The British Arts is a national competition for 
actors, singers and dancers. The first round and 
the semi-finals are held at various locations 
throughout England, with the finals held in 
London. 


The children from Esperer in the 8 - 12 years-old 
age group, received Honours at the semi-final for 
their singing and Tenisha and Charlotte 
successfully went through to the finals at The 
Polish Theatre, London on 6th May 2005. 


We are extremely proud of all the children as they 
were competing against hundreds of others. 


Esperer Performing Arts runs classes every 
Saturday in dance, singing and drama at The Holy 
Family Church Centre, Blackbird Leys. The group aa — ap l ome 
is currently full, but we do have a waiting list for hoto: Tenisha Edwards aged 11 (back), 
future places. For further information, please Ciara Flaherty aged 9 (centre) and Anna Lawes aged 9 (right). 


contact Rebecca Dickson on 0785 4433732. 


We also have a Summer workshop planned for 
children in August. Text and photo by Rebecca Dickson 
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for sport, leisure and ice 


